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Thorc Is nothing In the world like
resolute, straightforward honesty, It

Is sure to conquer In the long run.
.Southey.

Rate Legislation.
From having been a fotlsh, tho "Mop-

burn" bill Is In a fnlr way to become a

farce, If the gloomy forebodings of Sena¬

tor Knox are correct. And, Indeed, tho

situation Is not without a comic element.

By means of inaRor-ino exposures nml

political oratory, the real wrongs which

the public has to endure at tho hand's of

the railroads hnvo boon given exagger¬

ated prominence. Not that tho aggres¬

sions and opposions by the railroads

are petty or negligible, for tho public
has suffered many things and is still

submitting: to conditions that demand

Instant redress. But hysterical demands

for rough and ready "cornfield law" will

not meet the requirements of so complex
a situation. Not though the pitchfork
be supported by the hlg stick. For our

social fabric Is not that of a primitive
tribe, where might makes right. We

are, whether we will or not, members

one of another, and, if tho railroads are

openly, defiantly and successfully beyond
the pale of the law, then there Is all the

more reason to restrain that disregard ot

law by constitutional methods.
No one.not even Mr. Armour, who has

essayed it.can sustain even apologetically
such abuses as secret rebates, the private
car trust, or the switching graft. But the

very palpableness of such evils makeB a

legal remedy all the more desirable and
efficient.
With only six dissenting votos, the

"Hepburn" bill passed the Mouse of

Representative.». Whether any one under¬

stood It or not, nil at least sympathized
really or ostensibly with its objects. The

principal of these was to give the Inter¬

state Commerce Commission Hie right
to fix n rato and put it into effect in

'/thirty days.
With this principle we aro In hearty

accord. We believe that such powers
will bo wisely oxerolsed nnd will not bo

confiscatory or revolutionary, but the rnll-

ronds, as well as Individuals, have a

right to be heard In the courts. Here

Is where the trouhlo has arisen In the

Senate. Senators Bailey and Knox af¬
firm that tho Hepburn bill, as It stands

at present. Is unconstitutional, and hnvo
thercforo offered amendments or intro¬
duced new bills. Senator Tilintan stoutly
maintain« that the Hepburn bill Is con¬

stitutional, and that ho will countenance
no changes. Perhaps the doughty South
Carolinian fears that allowing one amend¬
ment will moan opening the floodgates,
but the public would like to know why
there Is any hesitancy or doubt.

The President's Remedy.
The Preelrtenï' bus now come forward

with the following'concession, which will
be offered as on amendment to the bill:
"That all ordors of the commission ex¬

cept orders for the payment of money,
F.hnll take effect within such reasonable
time as shall be proscribed by tho com¬

mission and shall continue for such pe¬
riod of time, not exceeding two years,
as shall bo prescrioed hi tho order of
the commission, unless sooner set aside
Itj the commission or suspended or set
aside in ¡i suit brought against tho com¬

mission In the Circuit Court of tho
United Stales, sitting as a Court of Equity
for the district wherein any earrier plain¬
tif In snirt suit had 'is principal opera¬
tion ofllco) and jurisdiction is hereby con¬
ferred on tho Circuit courts of tho
I'nlted States to hear and determine In
any yiuch suit whether the order eom-

plained of was beyond tho authority of
thri commission or in violation of tho
rlghtB of the carrier secured by tho Con¬
stitution."
Thero seems to be wide difference nf

opinion in Washington as to what would
be the effect of this amendment, In
caso it should become law. The Wash"
Ington Post say» that It was carefully
analyzed to ascertain whether under Its
terms an order of 'he commission lower¬
ing a rate could ho delayed In taking
effect. Attornoy-Goneral Moody nnd
other lawyers pointed out that the dis¬
cretion of the commission Is absolute.
Again, It U etatort that Senator Aldrlch

and others In favor of full court review
have all along been willing to accept thfl
RooHcvelt-DoIliver amendment If tho sup-
pc rters oí that amendment would permit
the insertion of either the word "legal"
or "lawiul" between tho word* "con¬
stitutional" and "rights."
"In their vlfaw," suya the Post, "the

Insertion of either of thesis words would
Invest tho court» with the authority to
rtppon every ease brought to ihem on
appeal from the orders of the Interstate
Commerce Commission und determine
overy «juesilon that might be raised by
the complaining carriers, jt jK now
elated by Senator AlrlrVh, who, pietum-
»bly. represents the opposition, Ix-mo-
oiatie aa well as Republic.»», to the
«.ll-ingem regulation provided by (ho
Uiolliver-Htpbuin hill with tbc limited
.ourt review fuature ndded, Huit hü he
mid his followers are at present con-

tending for le a court review amendment
Which would autlionxo the connu iQ fljy
Whether a rate fixed by the commission
afford» "Jusrt compensation."
"Apparently i)io difference! between the

Ifctcst reported contention of iho Aldrlch
«dement nnd that of the supporters of the
».*_a»nt,'« ¿-»»road policy, is about the

difference between tweedl-dtim nnd
tweeille-dep."

It so appear« in us. We believe that
if the courts arc 'given jurisdiction at

all, they will not draw line distinction«
between constitutional rights nhtl "law¬
ful" or "lognl" rights, bit will seo that
the rights under the Inw of all person»,
or corporations Involved In any order of
the commission are protected. We be¬

lieve nlsn that any order of the commis¬
sion which violated the lawful rights of

the railroads would, upon application, bo

suspended by Injunction, otherwise, our

court system might art well ho abolished.

Local Option in Rood-Making.
Among the enactments of the Inst

General Assembly were two road lawa
of general Internst, of which Judge
Sims, of Louisa, was author.
One provides for dividing roads of

counties, whose boards of supervisors
choose so to do, Into divisions contain¬
ing not less than, ten or more than thirty
miles of roads. Each sub-section em¬

braces In Its territory thoso property
owners who chiefly use the roads therein,
and the act gives them the right to se¬

lect for each sub-section n practical
road surveyor, Who shall discharge cer¬

tain duties with respect to frequent re¬

pair work, as a section foreman does
on a railroad, These duties aro sot forth
in the net and Include the use of a drag
or rut scraper over all the roads of clay
soil, or soil other than sand, In his road
sub-district on an average of onco per
month after the thaw In the spring and
nfter each heavy rain. Each road sur¬

veyor may bo paid by contract or other¬
wise, as may be determined by the
Board of Supervisors, with respect to
such work as he may do, and ni may bo
determined by tho sub-district road tox-

pnyers with respect to work done for
them.
The net also allows tax-payers in each

sub-section to vote nnnually an extra
road tax for the exclusive benefit of tho
roads In their section. This la optional
and in any event only freeholders are

allowed to vote.
This stntute, designed to have purely

repair work on roads done frequently
and systematically by a local man se¬

lected by the tajt-payors and road-usors
of each neighborhood, nnd It gives tho
freeholders tho option of taxing them¬
selves for that purpose.
The other statute modifies the general

road law so as to glvo tho Stalo high¬
way engineer general supervisory and
advisory Jurisdiction over boards of su¬

pervisors so as to co-ordinate the whole
road system and prevent tho waste of
a great deal of the JROCi.OOO now being
raised by local road taxation throughout
tho State. It enables countios operat¬
ing under the general road law to ubo

money thus raised by local taxation, to

get the benelits of tho provisions of the
Lasslter-Withers law. which provides
for the use of convicts. It also provides
a loss expensive and more .expeditious
method of the acquisition of rights of
way for new roads and change of loca¬
tion of all roads; and further, allows
boards of supervisors to. appoint dis;
trlct..roar!, Bupei'bitcaiJcpls.i.uso.Them nu

foremen, allowing a supervisor himself
to act In lieu of a district rond super¬
intendent or supplementary to tho du¬
ties of same; and leaving It to the dis¬
cretion of the Board of Supervisors
whether it will go to the expense of
having: a county superintendent of roads,
thus making tho general law moro

flexible, to meet local conditions.
\\'c direct tho attention of our readers

In tho counties to thoso statutes, that
they may take ndvantoge of them if
they so desire.

A Lesson. From Henrico.
Tho statement that expert accountants

have discovered a shortage of $30,(>00 In
the accounts of the late treasurer of
Henrico county comes as a great shock
to the public. Mr. Todd was elected
under peculiar circumstances, and his
obligations were peculiarly binding, He
bad the Implicit confidence of IiIb con¬

stituents, and they will he reluctant to
believe that ho abused It and was un- ?
falthfu| to bis trust. There may bo
mitigating circumstances, nnd wo sin¬
cerely hopo that thero nro. Ho is not
hero to spenk for himself, and tho publln
should withhold JudRment until all tho
facts are ascertained.
But the Incident serves as a text for an

nrt'ci'o on a subjoct which we have often
discussed In these columns. If there was
a shortage, why did tho authorities not
discover It until after tho treasurer was
dead? For the single reason that the
Legislature has refused to establish a

HiorouKh Inspection system. -Without
such a system Irregularities may run
on Indefinitely, and It Is only by acci¬
dent that they are discovered.
Treasurer Todd was heavily bonded, and

it Is said that In any event tho govern¬
ment will lose no money. But that does
not exculpate tho government, The loss
will fall upon the guaranty company, hut
the blame will ho upon tho government.
It Is the moral duly of .the State to keep
a watchful eye upon Its officeholders ami
see to it that they discharge their duty.
Our slipshod methods am Inexcusable,
The money loss Ib not nil. The govern¬
ment may got its dues, but It Is a public
los*., and a loss lixeparaTile when a trusted
official falls.

Thanks to the local coal dealers for
saving us from ourselves, imt 11 would
have beim more agreeable If thoy hud
adopted some other means.

Rate legislation would, ho easy, ir
President Roosevelt only had tlio strategy
of the pity commit leo.

U Is not known Just yet whether Dis-
tuer'Attorney Jerome nai really waked
up or tu merely struggll.i,, ¡n his .¡loop.
Senator Depew Is being paragraphe |mn

prívalo life.Charleston News and Courier.
And well-versed Into obscurity.

Out of nearly lwi.oüo people In Rich¬
mond, only Ufa are owners «if watches, ac
cording lo the report of tlio auditor
of public accounts for the past flsc.il
yvnr Richmond' atands nlnih on, thy
list of cilles In tills lino, ihe order be¬
ing: Rounoke, S.MMi-i; Imnvllle, l.'-ltó; Nor¬
folk, 1.-JV4; Lynchlnirif, 1,30-1;, Slawin.1,
U.-w, Pcierubur«, m¡ ChttrlottesvJUo, 7j}>;

Winchester, fif.|¡ Richmond, 6o!».~Tlmes-
Dlspatch.
That Indicates some very pom* n«*rss-

itig, or ilse some very kor-u dodging of
the nssessmnnl. somebody certainly ought
lo open a "watch" atom lb Richmond,
so those people rah bo prepared to keep
up with iho times, and sen thai such
dodging Is too sneaking to bo holiest.-
Salem Tlmes-Rostfltet".
In other words, tho assessors need to

t¡e moro watchful.
As« far as grandfathers fro, Hookofoller

the latest, might as well hnvo b>eeii an

orphan.

If Mr, Cortelyoti Is yanked up, wo sup¬
pose that Judge Parker will be the stnr
witness.

During the recent cold-snnp there was

not, however, any skating on the Panama
Canal.

It looks like a deadlock nt Indianapolis,
with tho key mislaid.

"t am In no sense a candidate.".Wil¬
liam Randolph Hearst.
Right, Willie. No sense, whatever.

At any rate tho weather cleared up In
time to give 113 n pretty Sunday.
AVe observe that Senator Tlllman was

not nt the White House conference.

We hope the city committee feels bet¬
ter after a day of rest.

It was tho unexpected that always hap.
pens, where our President Is coilcerne.il.

The Christian Science Side of It.
Editor of The Times-Dispatch;Sir,.For the comfort or a long-sufferingpublic J give notice Hint this is nrv final
attempt to afford satisfaction to the gen¬tlemen who have boon honoring me with
their attention in your columns.
WHAT IS CHRISTIAN SCIENCE?

Atl Illustration Will point tile way to
a clear answer to this question. Prof.
Ray Cankestur, tho distinguished biolo¬
gist, tells us that the original vertebrate
possessed no eye, but that by slow de¬
grees an eye was developed, nnd then tho
sunlight, which before had only been felt,
could be seen. Now, Just as these carllest
vertebrates were bathed In sunlight and
did not know It, so is man living In Cod,
though he may bo wholly unconscious of
tho fact. And as surely ns those verte¬
brates at last.developed eyes which could
see the sun, which until then.they had
never seen nor believed'"In, so will man
at last attain ;to' h cöhsblaus'knowledge
of that substance, that' spiritual world,
that realm of reality, tho kingdom of
God, In which he even now Is, however
much ho may refuse to believe in Its
existence. This conscious knowledge of
the spiritual or true universo was pos¬
sessed by Christ Jesus and enabled Him
Vn contravention of material law to do
His mighty works, healing the sick, walk¬
ing the water, feeding tho thousands nnd
rnlslng the dead. This conscious know¬
ledge, though plainly sot forth In the Bible
for those with eyes to sec It. became lost
through the centuries until about forty
years ngo, when Mrs. Eddy whs found
sufficiently "pure in, heart" to see it
again, and was graciously lltted by God
to declare It ¡anew to it world'burled In
the gross darkness of materialism.
This conscious knowledge of tho

spiritual, world Is Christian Science, and
any one possessing it Is enabled lo follow
in tho Master's steps, destroying sin and
healing the sick. Hundreds of thousands
have tcHtcd the efficacy of this Truth
that sets free, and It Is too bite In tho
day for eyeless vertebrates to advertise
their blindness by denying It.

WHY RAH/ AT WOMAN?
It Is objected to Mrs. Eddy that she Is

a woman. As woll object to your own
mother for being a woman. As ono ot
our lecturers weil puts it: If you ore
sinking In the miro at the bottom of a
deep pit and a rope is thrown down lo
you, do you atop to onqulro whether It
was thrown by a man or a woman? -And,
if by a woman, do you refuso the prof¬
fered aid and continue to flounder In
your nmckholo? There Is no accounting
for Instes.
Thank Cod, all that Is best In tho world

wo owe o woman. It woh a pure virgin
who gave us tho Saviour. If It had do-
ponded on man tho world had been
Slivlourloss. What: do wo not owe to
woman, nearest to God, because most like
Him, who Is "our r'atlter-Mother God,
all harmonious".?
One critic says that tho church founded

by Mrs. Eddy cannot be a church, nnd
then turns round and aliases her for
sneaking In it beonuse It Is a church;
Hero let me confute that hideous per¬
version Of Sonlpttire which -would gag
woman In tho houso.of God-beenuso Paul
said, "Lot yourbwrjmon keep silence In
tho churches." How much of the pitiful
nnd pitiless subjection of women bus
been sanctioned by the unwarranted
tearing away of this verse from Its con¬
text! It occurs In tho fourteenth chapter
of T. Corinthians, where Paul Is arguing
against tho disorder resulting front all
speaking at onco In unknown tongues.
"Will they not say that ye are mad?"
Ho orders that a man must keep silence
in the church, unless thero Is ono to
Interpret. And then ho says: "Let your
women keep sllonco in tho churches, for
It lu not permitted unto them lo spoak."
Is il not evident that lie alludes to speak¬
ing In unknown tongues? Why, In chap¬
ter cloven, Just before, Paul apeales of
woman praying and' prophesying In
church as a mutter of course, and, be It
remembered, their prophesying was the
same as our preaching. What a lot of
confusion it would save If people would
only study tho Bible Intelligently!

INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE.
Wo aro told that Christian Scientists

deny the Inspiration of the Bible, because
Mrs. Eddy does what all Bible scholar¬
ship does these days.viz., points out thé
difference betweoti tho two accounts of
creation given In Genesis, for there aro
two accounts quite different and distinct.
Tho first nccount runs to verso threo

of chapter two, and gives the true story
of r.od's creation, springing out of light,
and advancing from tho lower orders of
creation to tho highest.namely, man-
male man and female man.made In tho
Image and likeness of Oofl, The second
account begins at the fourth verso ot
chapter two and gives tho true story ot
the Adamlc creation, or creation accord¬
ing to man's Ideas nnd not God's. It
begins In a mist Instand of with light.
It maltos man first Instead of last. It
makes blur out of the dust of the ground
Instead of In the Imago of God. It makes
woman out of a rlh instead of man's
equal as the likeness of fiod.
Tho evidence Is very strong that his

second account was borrowed by F./.ra
from tho Babvlonlans and Incorporated In
the older Scripture. fleo Kzro, TjtJ,
Whore he Is spoken of as "n ready sorlbn
In the law of Moses," and It Is very cer¬
tain that some ono bus been doing some
editing, or how cnttld Moses describe his
own dentil and burial "unto tills day"?
The first tenet or Christian Science Is:

"As adherents of Truth, WO take Hin In¬
spired Word of the Bible as our suf¬
ficient guide to eternal Ufe." On oago
fi!7 of Science and Health, Mrs. Eddy
says: "The Scriptures are very sacred.
Otir aim must be to hnvo them under¬
stood spiritually, for only by this under¬
standing can truth be gained." Tho
Scribes and 1'hnilsees searched the fierlp-
III rOS as they have never been searched
before or since, and yet they would mot
come to Christ that they mlg.lit have Ufe.
Thnv rested In the letter, and "ihn
letter kllletli." "Why do yo not under-
ctniid My speech? even because ye can¬
not hear My word." Bo xnid Jesus lo Hin
UflDOlleVipji .lews, und so Npeiiks Christian
Science |o the materialists of to-day.

AS Tu TTIEÛLOQY.
The divinity of Christ Jesus Is umler¬

nte...d and acknowledged by Christian
Science in a sense for transcending the
ordinary view of tho dual nature, and tho
doctrine of lhe Trinity Ik accepted In ll
Way that does not confound the Oneness.
One must study M ru. Kddy lo find nut
the truth of iheu,. allegations.
CIiniSTIAN Si'irONCK FAH.PrtEB.
The command stnrins fust forever: "Ho

ye therefore perfect, even us your Father
WlllOh Is In heaven Is perfect." fiat it is
too true that wo all "sillier It lo be so
now." ¡um indulge in many mat.-rlal [rue-lices willed Will bo discarded In the dny
of the nftifcct man. We tnki- sonic
thought for the body, what wr sh-ili eat
and wherew ¡thai we shall be clothed and
yet tho Mas'er said. "Tatui no thouuhl."
Wo can only comply with RIk high de-
nrnnds as wo advance spiritually.
« oivrJ*U|.. tStlfcutlst practitioners

claimed that they never made a failure
»orno torco ¿.tight attach to (be taunt
that they sometimes full. As well abuse
St, Paul for his "thorn In tin» Heb, ami
that he left Trophlmua at Miletus¦ lleR«
lltit what urn dm facts? The children
of Christian Sclenllsts nfe far more
healmy than they were bel ore they came
to Science. There Is tar less sickness
and fewer deaths among them than in »h»
families of inui-Heleiilisis. In ilibato!New York 1,115 -children died from
diphtheria In six months under mWW «J
treatment, while one child in ,;¦*!,Plains died under cnrlsilnn Science IMiu»
tnciu. in a fainllv wherein tltreo other
members were healed or Ihe same niaimiy
by the same treatment; amb J'Ol »ho
Christian Scientist was arrested for man¬
slaughter! Of course, he was acqulllod.
or what would hnvo become of the l)TO
or M. D.s rtuponslblo for the 1,1*13 den. hs?
It may bo added that Christian
Science has proved «ttilte as elllcacloiis for
children ns for adults. ,,,A*NOTttEn NAME FOR DEATH*
Jesus invented nnàtlter tenir for »leain.

Ho said; "Tho daniPel is not demi, but
sleepcth." He also said; "Our irlend
Lnnanis sleepeth." virtually denying

! death nnd declaring It to be only a dor-
ninnt tnon(al condition from which me
victim could.be awakened by the power
of God.

CHRIST TOOK NO MEDICINE.
Wo hnve great respect for those who

ask God to bless Ihe medicine, but we
hnve learned by experience that we can

qbtnln hotter results when medicines are

discarded, and we launch out to depend
entirely upon nod. If we are to take
drugs beentnin we find them ready to our

hand, the same argument applies with
equal force to the taking of Intoxicants.
We do not have to swallow liquor because
It Is in existence, and the Great Exnmphir
diil not use medicine nor recommend It.
THE CONCLUSION OF THE MATTER.

1 have, Indeed rend the concluding
verses of Revelation, and In the old days
they uaèd- to cause mv serious heart-
sonrchlng tlint perhaps 1 was adding to,
or tAklng from, the blessed record, bul
since coming Into some understanding of
the Truth as set forth In Christian
Science, mv fears are set at rest for 1
am convinced Hint Christian Science de¬
clares "nil the counsel of God," neither
adding tonor taking from, bul preaching
a full salvation, wherein health of the
bo-Ty Is tho faithful companion of purity
of thought.
Thanking vou, Mr, Editor, for your

courtesy and phenomenal patience In sut-
ferlng these prolonged outpourings, î am
sincerely your debtor. ¿.

C. HERBERT FlERSON.
Christian Science Publication ComnitTl.no
for Virginia.
Richmond. Vn. March M, lí-M.
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What's the Use of a Library?
Editor of Tha Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.What If other cities do tax them¬

selves to establish libraries well stocked
with the best books of reference and
parallel, reading that will enable their
schools to do tho most ediciónt work und
thus place them In the front ranks of the
progressive schools of the countryV Rich¬
mond's schools should be sattstled to take
tho second place and not nsplro to tho
front ranks.
What If other cities do. by means of

excellent libraries, enable their boys and
girls to supplement their school work
nnd to engage in Independent research
that will (It the mfor leadership among
their fellows? Richmond's boys and
girls should riot dream of leadership, but
should ho satisfied to follow In the wake
of the better trained ,ik-.i nnd women
of other places. , , ,,

What if other cities do. through their
libraries, open a'way to esthetic culture
bv placing within the reach of their boys
and girls the nrost beautiful specimens
of art and literature? Richmond s boys
and »girls should he satisfied with such
culture as they may get from the rare

specimens of art on the corner billboards
and the choice bits of literature found In
the catchy advertisements scattered
broadcast over the city.
AVlnit If other chics do tax themse ves

to elevate and purify tho morals of their
boys and girls by furnishing the crystal
stream flowing from the pens of the
good and pure of every nee and climei
Richmond's boys nnd girls should he
satisfied with-tho chaste sentiments pick¬
ed up in the alleys that hnvo been well-
paved bv means of the few thousands
saved annually by declining to establish
a good library.
What If other cities do seek to culti¬

vate. In-their boys and girls n.-tanto for
those higher pleasures to be derived front
tho beautiful Jn literature and thus sayo |
them from degrading pleasures? Rich¬
mond's boys and girls should be satisfied
with those lower pleasures supplied by
the vicious in. every largo city.
What If otlfer cities do furnish their

boys and girls with lofty Ideals and In¬
spiring thoughts from the-world s great¬
est and purest authors, dispensed under
tho wise guidance of trained librarians?
Richmond's boys nnd girls should ho sat¬
isfied with tho turbid stream flowing
through the cheap and trashy literature
that they secure without advice or
guidance and read In secret.
What If other cities aro sagacious

enough to see that by supplying the
means of culturo and of Intellectual
growth they will create n citizenship hat
will so Increase their taxable values that
manv times the cost of tho source of
culturo will ho added to their future
taxes? Richmond should look to* the Im¬
mediate results nnd by an Insignificant
present saving secure a few additional
blocks of well-paved streets nnnunlly, re-
gardloss or the culture of those who pass
over hem. , ,
What If other cities do see that It Is

good business to accept a plant ready
made without cost to the city, for whloh
thoy supply simply the funds necessary
for running expenses? Richmond should
be so Independent ns to erect her own

plant nnd then supply for running ex¬
penses an amount equal to that required
for the plant offered freo of cost..
What If other cities do realize that by

establishing within their bounds one of
the greatest of nil educational institu¬
tions thev attract the most desirable, and
thrifty class of settlers? Richmond, be¬
ing one of tho richest per capita cities In
the country, can afford to be generous
nnd allow her less fortunate neighbors to
secure these settlers.
Then should not every lover of Rich¬

mond throw his Influence against the
Carnegie llbrnry and see to It that no
such Inr.tltutlon is established within her
limits? OLD FOGY.
Richmond, Va.

Statement of Mr. Boyce.
To tho Public;

I note tho following language In the
reply of Mr. Ordway puller to the findings
of tho Legislativo Investigating Commit'eo
with reference to the question of "Tam¬
pering wll.h bills," etc.:
"The statement about tho conforonco re¬

port Is misleading and untrue. It. was
presented to the Senate, signed by nil the
conferees, making no mention about
compensation. I understood that Air.
Boyce wrote the article, but whore ho got
his Information from I don't know. 1 do
know, however, he was seen In confor¬
onco ihe night before with Senators f'hap-
miin nnd Thomas at. Campbell's Hotel."

I have no disposition to cntnr Into this
controversy, nnd have no Interest In Its
merits, one way or another; hut tho
Statement of Mr, Puller, quoted above,
does n serions injustice to my fmaub:,
Senators Thomas nnd Chapman, nn«l I am
unwilling to permit them to reBt imdor Hit*
imputation, since my name hos been
drawn into tho mutter.
As à matter of fact, I was at Camp-

hell's Hotel on the occasion referred to,
with tho senators named. Senator
Thomas, who ha» long henn a friend of
mine, and who was about to lake his
train for home, Invltod mo lo have din¬
ner with him. I accepted the Invitation,
and Senator chapman, who had already
had his dinner, sat down with us nt :be
table for perhaps fifteen minutes. Both
the senators had been witnesses before tne
committee, and In a general way the
matter of the Inquiry was discussed; nut
I positively slate upon my honor as 4,
man. that neither Pi thorp gave mo ono
scintilla of Information upon which i
based my story of tin» following day.
Thoy both sinlert to mo that thoy under-

stood thai the sessions of lie committee
were of a Beeret nature, and howuvir
much I may, as a newspaper man, tiuvo
desired Information, I, loo wfill recognized
the relation! which should exist between
Virginity gentlemen to press then-, upon
quostlooH I knew thoy would not »Vol at
liberty to discuss, and the matter whs
dropped.I». haH been privately suggastod to me
more than n dozon times that I procured
my Information from these, or one of
these gcntic-mon, und 1 hnvo contented
myself with a personal and private denial,
but now that tlio Intimation Is made pub¬
licly by Mr. Puller, I feel It is my duty
to stale in the same manner, onoo for all,
that I received none of tho Information
contained In the »tory, from either Sena¬
tor Thomas or Senator Chapman.

Rejfliectfully, C, A. BO¥C.O.

Views of the
Virginia Editors
The Countryman,

Voit may talk as much a« you pirase
about the' country propio being "green¬
horns," Hubes nuil easy marks Tor the
gold brick man. bill In »ho dllos you
lltiil the tont, all-wool and yard-wide
fools, Where do you find Iho spiritualist,
Iho Christian Sclenllst, the anarchist
and tin* believer In all kinds of, non¬

sense? In tilt) eitlen. Whom do, you find
rugged honesty, manhood, patriotism,
virtue and lovo of homo? In tho coun¬
try. Man makes cities, but God made
the country.-ltural Retrofit Times.

In Spite of the Strike.
on the lino of the Black Mountain

llallrond. between Pciinlngton Gap and
Imboden, there will be no loss than tilno
boni operations opened Up when that
road Is completed. Tho outlet for ft largo
port Ion of Iho product of these minos
will be b.v way of liitermont nnd Big
Stone Cap. Tho opening up of this rich
territory will ftrenlly boiinllt. Big, Stone
Chip..lilg Stone Gnp Post. ;,,, IM i,

Cornfield Law.
"Cornfield law" Is one of Senator

Tinman's phrases that, strikes tho pop¬
ular fancy. In tho absence of a dic¬
tionary definition. It probably moans tho
kind of law that would put a criminal
railroad president nnd not a hand car
on Iho chain gang..ftockbrldge Register.

The Sunday-school.
Tile Idea of tho modern Sunday school

was conceived by a philanthropist, nursed
by the power of "moral suasion,'' and
Is to-dny ono of the most poxverful
agencies, under control of the olutrch,
for winning souls!.Mineral Mirror,

No Escape Here.
Some Richmond lawyer fancies that

ho has found a loop bolo In tho land as¬
sessment act which was passed by tho
recent Legislature. This Is rather novel.
Heal estate Is generally ono species of
property Hint has to "stand and de¬
liver." Personal holdings hnvo a way of
hiding nnd dodging. If tho land owner
escapes Virginia will no longer boast of
a surplus..Appomattox Times,

Save the Boys.
Boys will never bo taught not to be

gamblers by mothnrs and sisters having
card parties rind playing cards for prizes.
If you want to tench thoni not to become
drunkards, fathers do not. give them long
lectures on the evils of Intomperntico
nnd then sot. them an example by drink¬
ing toddies yourselves. Teach them to
bo honest and act square In their deal¬
ings with their fellow-men by living
honest and squaro yourself..Suffolk
Herald.

Value of Publicity.
Much of our space Is taken up In this

Issue with the advertisement of the ro-
celpls and expenditures on account of
the county fund of Rockbrldgo, ordered
by the Board of Supervisors. A careful
rending of this statement will acquaint
tho tax-pnyors of Rockbridge how the
county funds have been spent. It will
be seen that the expenses of a county
come high, nnd It will be further ob¬
served that tho Board of Supervisors
Of Hockbridge have Judiciously limited
the expenses In every way consistent
with tho best interests of tho public
service..Lexington Gnzotte.

TJrje South's Time.
There IS,rnoithnr expediency nor rea¬

son in the time-worn theory that tho
Democratic party must nominate as Its
lender a Northern or Wostorn man, when
at every presidential election the Solid
South goes Democratic under a North¬
ern leader, who frills to carry his own
State. A Southern leader coiild cer¬
tainly do this much, and whether he
carried any Northern States or not, tho
nomination of a strong Southern man
would do moro towards reuniting the
ranks than an extremist like Bryan or
Hearst or a dignified figure-head, such
ns our last candidato, Judge 'Parker,
was, than any candidate the party could
support..Tidewater News.

Rhymes for To-Day
Envious Thought.

(Inspired In a lessor bard by tho con¬
templation of masterly workmanship in
some rocont magazine verso.)
Magasine verse is n thing like a hearse,

Is.a ;
Thing wo must hnve, though It's not

nlco to look upon;
Needful, although It resembles no poetry
"Such as a critic would scribble a book

upon.
Newspaper guff, though, Is simple enough

.though;
It's dono by machines, as most people

Imagine It;
Written for all, It is lacking In qualities
Found In your "Sonnets on Henry

Plantagenot."
Sometimes It's serious, sometimes deliri¬

ous,
Often It's foolish, nnd now and then

sensible.
Sometimes It's odious, sometimes melodi¬

ous ; í
Mark though.It seldom Is not com-
., prosfble.

Scarcely ono wag has e'en tackled a
magazine.

Maybe our English Is Incklng In,purity-
Then, too, perhaps, It Is this kills us

chaps.It Is
Hard to acquire the technique of ob-

scurltyl

Merely Joking.
Nerve?.The neousod magnnte hnfl

pleaded guilty, olted the immunity, net
nnd been duly whitewashed. ,,"AuOUt my-
expenses for this trlnl," he then hegnn.
"Well?" said the court. "Doesn't your
honor think the Stnto ought to rtlmbtlrso
mo?".Houston Chronlolo,
Nobody Knows Andy.."What do youse

t'tnk of Andy ïfamllton?" Inquired
Weary Wiggins, "Really, I don't know
do feller," roplled Facetious Fagln,'
"Andy Hamilton? I have no acquaint¬
ance wit' him whatever.".Houston
Chronicle,
Tho Expoiers.."How did Mr. Seaflds

make his money?" asked the inquisitive
girl. "My dear," answered Miss Cayenne,
"you must never again ask «men a ques¬
tion about any. one. People will think
you are writing for a magazine.".Wash¬
ington Star.
Work« Like M»olo Sometimes..Caller!

"Have you ever known any cures effected
by whnt they call suggestion?" Mrs.
Hawjnms: "Oh, yes; I oiico cured Willie
of a violent toothache by suggesting that
he go to the dentist's and hove tho tooth
extracted.".Chicago Tribuno.
As Ordered,."I think," declared tho

little daughter of the widow to the mil¬
lionaire, who was calling, "that you aro
a charming t-«d delightful man." "How
nlco. Whnt makes you think so?"
"Mamma told mo to.".Tlt-Blts,
Change Was Coming,.His Wife: "John,

dear, tho doctor says I need a change of
climate," Her Husband: "All right. Tho
weather man says It will bo coldor to¬
morrow.".Cliicfigo Dally NOW».

Í Gives Yo« New Life
Will renew your energy and strength! It 1« a depend¬
able Tonic that will restore rosea to pale cheeks And
brlghtott the eyes with health.

Fehr s MaltTonic
possesses that parlloular nourishment and nerve-
building foroo so needed by busy men »nd women,
Ils effects «re prompt. You feol brighter and better

Por Nursing Mothers» Convalescents and Old People
It Is an invaluable preparation made of selected hops
and mall, palatable and pleasant to take.

ß_-«-as__ipOR 8ALB BY ALL DrlUQOIATft.«-«-3«---

^^^^
FEHR'S MALT TONIC DEPT., Louisville. Ky.

Gotham's View
of the Coal Strike

The Cause of the Miners Compro¬
mised.

The intimation from Washington Hint
the President will not interefer In the
anthracite eon! strike "so long as no ono
suffers hut the operators and tho miners,
tho uparnos to the strike," Is what might
have been expected by observers of tho
drift of things, On March 10 tho opera¬
tors proposed an extension for throe
years to tho award of the anthracite
Htrlko commission appointed by Presi¬
dent Roosevelt. They reminded John
Mitchell and his committed that under
that award the minors hml prospered,
were earning higher wnges proportion¬
ately than men in other Industries, had
accumulated money In the savings hnnks
and were averse to a strike. A week
lator Mr, Mitchell replied to Mr. George
V. Roer of tho operators' committee, sug¬gesting that he understood tho door to
negotiation was still open, and propos¬
ing another meeting to consider the wago
ilcale. Mr. Mitchell admitted that <a
strike would be a very serious thlmr,
out intimated that the miners would not
be satisfied to continue the award of
fho commission for another thro,, years,
We bnllj'vn thnt this was a puro assump¬
tion On John Mitchell's part. Tho reluct¬
ance of tho mon In the nnthraclto reglo 1
to engage In another striko when they
might remain at work under tho ^reas¬onable wage scale of 1003 nmounts almost
to a protost against his methods.
The operators wore willing to meet the

miners' committee half way ns usual. Mr,
Race ngreed that the door was stlli
open; but on March 2Ä came I he re¬
markable order to the minors to quit
work on the nicht of the .list, coincident-
ly with John Mitchell's telegram to Mr,
Raer asking for n meeting In Now York
on Tuesday, April 3, "for tho purpose of
further considering the wage scale In
tho nnthraclto held." Always for peacJ
If war could ho. prevented, Mr. Caer
Kranted the request In behalf of the
operators, "although," said he, "your or.
der to nuit work pending negotiations
Is most extraordinary." Tho operator*
had ibeon rendj" for ten days to confer
about the wage scale, but -the miners'
committee scorned to have lost Interest
In the fmeotlnpt. It was a council of folly
and desperation to order the strike first
and nomo the time of conference after-
wnrd. There Is no doubt Hint tho cause
of the miners has been compromised by
tho. .action of their convention.
Th« Intervention In 1902 occurred; only

when tho plibllc was being ground be¬
tween the upper nnd the nether mill¬
stone. It should ho remembered thnt tho
President has already used his good ofll-
ces to prevent a strike In the bituminous
Industry. If tho minors have nllonatp.l
his sympathy, who Is to blame Tor it but
the conspirators at Indianapolis?.New
York Sun.

Coal Dealers and Conspiracy.
The Coal Merchants' Association In¬

cludes 105 of tho large retail dealers.
J. Samuel Smoot, commissioner of tho
association, Baldr '^.t^a meeting of thn
association hold this evening, It was de¬
cided to Increase the prlco of domestic
sizes of white ash coal fifty cents per ton
and of red ash seventy-fivo cents per
ton."
This advance In tho price of cool beforo

any strike has become effective, nnd In
tho absonc.o of any Increase by the pro¬
ducers smacks very much of conspiracy.
Under the laws of this Slate, "If two or
more porsons conspire to commit any act
Injurious to tho public health or to trndo
or commerce, each of them Is guilty of
a misdemeanor." It might be Interesting
to ascertain by legal proceedings how
fnr the public health Is affected by put¬
ting what Is for many persons a prohibi¬
tive price on coal In this freezing weath¬
er..Now York Herald.

Peace in the Soft Coal Field.
The annulment by tho United Mine

Workers' convention of tho Ill-considered
Ryan resolution, followed by nn accept¬
ance of tho Plttsburg Coal Company's
effer to pay an advance of 5.E5 per cont.
In wages, assures a more or less general
peace In the bituminous coal field for tho
next two years. Reason and conciliation
have won a substantial victory, and tho
spectre Of an embargo on »oft coal pro¬
duction.so alarming to Industry.has boon
happily laid. As The Tribuno has repeat¬
edly polntod out, economic conditions In
the bituminous district did not Justify a

general shutdown. Coal prices have ad¬
vanced In the last year, and tho effects
of tho depression of 190.1 and 1904, caused
by overstlmulatlon and overproduction
following tho great anthracite striko of
160Ï, have gradually worn away. Thore
Is o constantly Increasing demand for
soft coal for manufacturing and trans¬
pon.ilion purpose«, immense orders aro
outstanding and no surplus stocks aro
on hand. The great Industrial Interests
Which' centre at Ptttslairg havo wisely
regarded a clash In the soft coal field
a» a catastrophe to ho avoided at all
haziurts, end the pressure which they,
brought to bear on tho Western Penn-
wylvitnla coal operators could not bo re¬

sisted. Tne minors' demand« for a re¬

newal of tho 1903 scale was In Itsolf mod¬
ern t« and reasonable, nnd In granting
thl» conoosMbn President Robblns and
ma associates followed a course dictated
both by public spirit and self-interest..
New York Tribune.

Coal.
Coal-mlning furnishes the ono great

national staple that is necessary to the
consumer Individually and to practically
every combination oí consumers and of

producers. Tho cowatlon of work In tho
ooal mine» for a Ion» period would in¬
volve the atagnatlon of business, tho
«toppage of communication. Wie wholesale
destruction of property and life. Its very
consequences make it impossible.
More than half a million mine-workers

ware affected by the recent conferences.
Three-fourtha ot them are organised in
union». New York and tho other North
Atlantlo States are moat cpncoinert in
the anthraclto situation In Pennsylvania,
where 130,000 men have been ordered to

stop work to-morrow. In tho soft coal
Slates 384,600 mino woi'kers were repre¬
sented at the Indianapolis .conference. A
large percentage of these w"í continuo
work bíeuusQ of concessions made by

largo operators like, the Robblne lnl
osts.
The strike of 1M2 extended órily o

tho Pennsylvania anthracite Hold, 'J
bituminous mines of tho Mlddlo Sta
helpod to furnish I ho strikers with fun
and also relieved tho fuel scarcity,
general strike would bo a more serh
mutier. The output of-soft coal In
United States Ih JUIH was 277,0»X),000 to
against 77,000,00 ton» of anthracite, abi
four tons I o ono. Cf both tho yea
production Is twenty tons for every Am
Icntt family. Soft cool Is mined In twi
ty-slx States, while practically no 1»
cool is found outside of Pennsylvania.
The United States leads In tho worl

traduction of coal. Tho United Klngd,
Iä still tho largest oxportor, olthough
180-1 It produced only 23ß,OuO,0&/) met
tons to tho United States' 31S,(»00,WXJ,
the lost third of a century this counl
lias multiplied Its output by ton,' Er
land's has 1,-uroly doubled. Germany
rcxt with an annual production of 11
'.-»Xi.OOO, and Germany Blnco 1870 hns
orenri.-d Its production fourfold. In t

mor.'ic consumption this country cas

leads. It« imports, except on tho t
ellic, are relatively Insignificant. F
that re.iiion a coal «trlko goes to t
very lir.ni c of Its industrial activity a

general prosperity..New York World.

Mr. Mitchell's Manoeuvres.
It would bo agrecohlo to dlscun« tl

coal strike prospects upon the merits
the controversy, but there is nothlr
but tactics and pleadings upon the recor

Everything regarding tho merits Is ui

official, and mostly ex porte. In tl
bituminous trade tho operators offer«
to abide the result of an Inspectlo
of thiilr books, and to pay tho Increase
wages If their profits Justified It. Th
wan rejected, and no counter propos:
was made. The bituminous miners then
fore advance nothing hut a demand fc
more wages nnd obstruct the op»|ratori
attempt to have the facts Impartiall
ascertained.
In the anthracite Irado tho minen

representatives appointed a confercne
with their employers upon the dl«
agreement with thorn for a dato late
than the suspension of work which the
ordered In the same document. If Mi
Mitchell's preoccupation prevented hi
setting tho conference nt nn earlier dnt
n decent regard for tho opinion of al
should hftvo suggested the prudonc
of ordering a continuance of worl
pending the negotiations. As the mat
ter stands» he ordprcd a stoppage o

mining while thero wns pending his re

quest for a conference, and without thn
referonco of the subject back to tin
whole committee, which had been con

tomplatod by both sidos throughout th«.
entire correspondence. In tho menn

tllno Air. Mitchell had got hi« strlkf
in the bituminous trade, and nothinj
was necessnry to stop both industriel
except his orders. They nro locking nc

longer. Evidently the labor leaders arc

a law unto thomsolvps, and ordinary
rutes regarding business Intercourse
count for nothing. Renders will Judge
for themselves whether or not the United
Mino "Workers have tnken toward tho

public tho altitude which Commodore
Vanderbllt assumed, «nd which nxperleneri
hns taught corporate Interests that they
cannot afford to assume.
These considerations are Important In

estimating the probnble effect of what
must bo decmerj a strike, although not

called such. There can bo no scarcity
of anthracite for months, nnd a strike
may even bo welcome to the overstocked
operators. Tho lnck of bituminous will
bo felt sooner, hut In this trade tho
stoppage will bo only partial. The an¬

thracite operators have objected to having
tholr trade complicated with disputes In
a rival Industry. Mr. Mitchell's conten¬

tion has boon that becauso the anthra-
clto and bituminous trades were rivals,
therefore they should be united In th«
union's demands. Ho has succeeded,
and now tho question Is whether In either
industry any man can work without the
union's license. Consumers of coal con¬

ceive that their advantage lies in pre¬
serving competition between the. two pro¬
ducts. A monopoly of both would ho

regarded prejudicial to public Interests
nnd against public policy. Such a monop¬

oly in labor Mr. Mitchell must succeed
in establishing, or hta strike will be a

failure. If ho succeeds, his musclo trust
will bo established In defiance of the

Undings of Presldont Roosevelt's com¬

mission. If tho merits of tho disputo aro

with tho men, they have failed lament¬
ably In showing' It. and have deprived
President Roosevelt of that support In

publie opinion which would strengthen
hi« Intervention. Thero should bo a law¬

ful and economic settlement.ono whloh

would settl«..New York Times.
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{ THISDAY IN HISTORY
I i April 2d.
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Church Day, Theodosla, Sun rises «t
5:48, set« nt «:17.

1081.Constantinople besieged by Alem-
ander Commenus,

1808.Tho Spanish consul at Philadelphia
Informed the morohaiits of tho United
States that tho port of St. Augustine,
Fla., was opened for Importation of
provisions.

1819.«Tho American Farmer, tho fln-r.
agricultural newspaper In tho Unltotl
States, published at Baltimore; Md.

1830.Work begun by the surveyors for
the laying out of tho olty of Chicago.

1885.Butlor University, at Irvlngton*
Ind., opened,

1863.At Richmond, V*. exasperated wo¬

men create' a bread riot.
1866.A now stringent tariff law wen.

Into operation,
1872.professor 8, F. R. Morse, "the

father of the telegraph," died in New
York, aged eighty; memorial services
held in his hopor In the national
House of Representative«, April 16th.

1874.Tho steamship Europe, of the
French trnns-'Atlnntlu line, found In
a sinking condition In mldocean by
the steamship Greece, and over «00
passengers are resovered.

1876.Tha Illinois I-egislfituro passed the)
municipal incorporation act.

1879.Board of inquiry reviewing: General
Pits John Porter's case completely
vindicated him.

1894.Congressman Tom I., Johnson, of
Ohio, during nn address in Chicago,
appealed for absolutely freo trade
and the single tax; and acoused Gov¬
ernor William McKinley with ball**
only a, "tariff reformer,"


